                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Prayer Response:     “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”        Page 614

Dedication of Offering

HOLY COMMUNION                                         


   *Hymn-     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”            Page 124
      *Benediction



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today December 4th on the Second Sunday of Advent!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our In-person worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
NO Elders, Deacons, Council Meetings in December.
                              CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
              10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Communion Servers: Marie Herb, Seth Guertin
Dec. 5-17 - Toys for Tots will use social hall to sort toys
Dec. 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

Dec. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)
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    SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2022
                 Second Sunday of Advent
     Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

                  3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H 

                                   Halifax, PA 17032

                                                                                  Pastor Kristine Heckard
    Church Office (717-896-3118)   Pastor Cell 717-818-3041
 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org         

 Email -valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

Communion Servers - Marie Herb, Seth Guertin
December 4 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Second Sunday of Advent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
    
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       

Announcements                                                         Norine Goss      Call to Worship: (Responsively)                              
L:  As we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child let us also prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of “The Peaceful Kingdom.”
P:  The prophet Isaiah said: “The wolf shall live with the lamb … the calf and the lion together, and a child shall lead them.”
 L:  Come, let us praise God for the coming of that Child!                                                            
Advent Wreath  (Light Blue Advent candle)         Chris and Pam Herb 
*Hymn  -       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              Page 123
*Invocation  
*Confession: (In Unison)

  O Lord, our God, we pray for the coming of your Peaceful Kingdom here on earth, but we bow before you this day with penitent hearts because we have been more a part of the problem than an instrument of your peace. We have not loved you as we ought, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us, we pray, and empower us to work for that Peaceful Kingdom, we pray in the name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
The Psalm: 72:1-7, 18-19 
L:  Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s Son.
P:  He will judge Your people with righteousness and Your poor with justice.

L:  The mountains will bring peace to the people, And the little hills, by righteousness.

P:  He will bring justice to the poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, And break in pieces the oppressor.

L: They shall fear You As long as the sun and moon endure, Throughout all generations.

P:  He shall come down like rain upon the grass before mowing, Like showers that water the earth.

L:  In His days the righteous shall flourish,

P:  And abundance of peace, Until the moon is no more.

Hymn -              “The Advent of Our God”                          Pg. 120
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)

We believe in the Living God: known to us as the Father of all mankind who creates and sustains the universe by His power and because of His love. Known to us as the Holy Spirit present with us now and always, experienced in prayer, in forgiveness, and in all acts of devotions and sacrifice. These things we believe in our mind and trust in our Soul. Amen.
Scripture:               Isaiah 11:1-10                              Norine Goss
                      (Page 755 O. T. Pew Bible)  
Message -                 “The Bethlehem Tree”                
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
                      *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Kaiya Wilkens, (Friend of Pastor Kris, has serious infection); *Colton Faust, (Home, Aren Faust’s son);  Carol Knight, (Surgery Dec. 5); Ed Dobbin; Samuel Snyder, (Ann Hale’s grandson); Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Ed Berra; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Jan Szeerba, (Norine Goss’ Friend); Lynda Comfort Homet, (Susan Snyder’s Friend); Susan Lazor; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger;  Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 14th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken, baked potato, corn, salad, fruit salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Dec. 9th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer from Dec. 1st until December 19th for Christmas cards.  If you wish to give individual cards for members and friends currently attending Worship Services on Sundays, the cards will be on the tables in the back of the sanctuary. However, you may send one card to The Valleys congregation if you prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board. Please check each time you come into church for your cards.  Addresses for shut-ins and members and friends who are still not coming to church will be in bulletin in December (addresses will not be posted our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call (717-896-3118) the church office or email church office at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  if you need someone’s address. 

LAY READERS: Dec. 4 - Norine Goss; Dec. 11 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Dec. 18 - Sue Faust; Dec. 25 - To be announced.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 4 - Donna Novinger; Dec. 11 - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 18 - Marie Herb; Dec. 25, 2022 and Jan. 1, 2023 - No Sunday School. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. 
              SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *********************************************************
MISSION OFFERING donations (September thru December) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

TOYS  FOR TOTS  will be using the social hall to sort toys  Dec. 6th thru Dec. 16th during church office hours. If anyone wishes to help sort toys, please see Donna Novinger so we can inform the co-coordinator of Toys for Tots. Toys will be distributed on Saturday Dec. 17th. 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  We use battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons.  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 15, 2023.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 17, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 
             [image: image2.emf]


The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                       Devotion for December 4, 2022

Invocation:

Lord God, prepare our minds and hearts for the coming of your Son.  Illumine our darkened lives with the light of the gospel that Christ may dwell in us and reign in our thoughts as the very King of Kings and Prince of Peace.

Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Sermon Title:




 “The Bethlehem Tree”


Back in 2008 an there was a man named Grieg Howe.  He bought a 35-foot tall Christmas tree for his house. Now that’s a pretty big tree. And you’d expect that Mr. Howe must then have a fairly large house. But he didn’t. He lived in a two story house which was 30 feet tall.  So you would think that he would put the tree on the OUTSIDE of his home and decorate it there?  But No!  What he did was he cut that tree into three almost equal parts and installed them in every floor of his house, including the roof!  He put the bottom chunk that has 10ft long branches in the living room.  The middle part was squeezed into the spare bedroom above.  And the top section, measuring 15ft, was placed on the roof directly above the bedroom.  It took Mr. Howe and seven of his friends two entire days to put the tree in place.  Then they decorated it with 160 big ornaments and whopping 2000 LED lights. It even had a star perched on top.


Today I’m going focus on 3 facts about this tree:


1. It was a “Big” tree.


2. It was a “dead” tree.


3. And (outside of being a pretty tree) it didn’t do anything of any value


Grieg said: "From the outside it is a bit of an optical illusion because it appears to be one huge tree that has shot up through the ceilings and floorboards and out through the roof."  A tree that “shot up through the ceiling and floors and out thru the roof” and it was all just an optical illusion.

Isaiah 11 implies that God planted a Christmas tree in Bethlehem, but His tree wasn’t an optical illusion.  In the previous chapters God said it was His plan to cut down the trees of Assyria and Israel.  Of Assyria He says:  “Look, the Sovereign, the Lord of hosts, will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the tallest trees will be cut down, and the lofty will be brought low.  He will hack down the thickets of the forest with an ax, and Lebanon with its majestic trees will fall.” Isaiah 10:33-34


And of Israel and Judah He declared:  “So the Lord cut off from Israel head and tail, palm branch and reed in one day – For wickedness burned like a fire consuming briers and thorns; it kindled the thickets of the forest, and they swirled upward in a column of smoke.” Isaiah 9:14 & 18


These trees symbolized the power and majesty of those two nations. And God was telling us that He was going to take an ax and go through the forests of their power and He was going to cut it all down. When He finished with them, there would be nothing left of their pride and might.


But then – in the devastation that was left behind he was going to graft a shoot into one of the stumps left behind and grow a new tree.  “A shoot will come out from the stump of Jesse; and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Isaiah 11:1


This imagery would have been familiar to the Jews of that day.  Olive trees were an important and valuable tree for people in that region. They were a source of food, medicine, fuel, and a base for the anointing oil they used in anointing their kings, priests and prophets. Spiritually, the oil of that tree represented peace, faithfulness, endurance and new life.  The reason the tree symbolized new life was because the tree was virtually indestructible.  They could grow in almost any soil with great heat and little water.  Most Olive trees can live to the ripe old age of 500 years, and some are believed to be over a thousand years old.  They say that new sprouts and trees will emerge from the olive tree stump roots, even if the trees are cut down.  Even if a the grove catches on fire a good Olive Tree Grower can graft an olive shoot into the stump of that tree and grow a new tree in its place.


So in Isaiah 11, God is declaring that in the devastation left behind after the destruction of Assyria and Israel a branch would grow out of the stump of Jesse.  A branch would be grafted into the tree that had been cut down and destroyed.  So what was this branch?  Or more to the point - who was this branch?


Well – it was the Messiah. It was Jesus.  The prophecies about the coming Messiah started in . . . 

· Isaiah 7 where we learned that a virgin would conceive and give birth to a son and we would call His name Immanuel. Then in . . .

· Isaiah 9 God told us this child would minister in Galilee and that He would be a great ruler and leader of His people.  And that this Messiah would be a light to those walking in the shadow of darkness.  And now here in . . .

· Isaiah 11 we’re told this Messiah would be like a great tree growing out of the stump of Jesse.


God was going to plant a Christmas Tree in Bethlehem.  And just like the tree in Mr. Howe’s home, God’s tree is a huge tree.  When Jesus had fulfilled His mission, when He came to die for sins and was raised from the dead, He ended up having huge influence. More influence than anyone has ever had or ever will.


One person described Him this way  - “He was born in an obscure village.  The child born of a peasant woman.  He worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty.  And then became an itinerant preacher.  He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  He never had a family or owned a house.   He didn’t go to college.  He never traveled 200 miles from the place where he was born.  He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness.”


But that one Life – that single shoot that had been grafted into the Stump or Jesse grew to be such a large tree that He has changed culture, history.  And most importantly He changed our lives.  So, the tree God planted in Bethlehem (Jesus) became a BIG tree.  But it’s interesting that this tree didn’t just grow out of the ground. It had been grafted into the “Stump of Jesse”.


When you go out a chop down a tree for Christmas do you bring it home and just lean it up against a wall in your living room? No!  Of course not!  You have to have some kind of a stand to hold it up.  If it’s “live” you place it in a tree stand that has a ring through which you place the trunk of the tree. And that ring has 3 or 4 screws that you turn into the wood of that trunk, so the tree won’t fall over.  And the same is true with the artificial tree.  It needs a base to hold it up.  In the same way this prophecy in Isaiah 11 tells us that Christ’s tree also needed something to “hold it up.”

In the Scriptures were over 300 prophecies about the coming Messiah - all of which Jesus fulfilled.  And one of those prophecies declared that the Messiah would be born of the line and lineage of King David and David was the son of Jesse - thus the “Stump of Jesse.”   This prophecy was one of those that “held up” the tree of Jesus and supported His claims to be Messiah.


When Jesus was born, He came in fulfillment of 1000’s of years of prophecy, and one of those prophecies was that He was to be born of the line of David the son of Jesse.


So, now let’s review:

· We’ve seen that the tree God planted in Bethlehem was a BIG tree.  It’s nice to know that Jesus’ one solitary life influenced our world as much as His did.

· And we’ve seen that this tree God planted in Bethlehem was supported by prophecy. And that’s nice. It’s nice to know that Jesus fulfilled so many prophecies when He came to.


But Jesus didn’t come to earth to be influential.  And Jesus didn’t come to earth just to fulfill all those prophecies.  Jesus said “I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10   Jesus came to give life. Jesus came to bear fruit.  “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots”.   Isaiah 11:1

Christmas trees don’t usually bear fruit.  They’re usually either cut down or artificial.  We have to hang whatever fruit they may have on their branches.  But the tree God planted in Bethlehem - this Messiah who was to come - this tree would bear fruit. But what kind of fruit was He going to bear?

Isaiah 11:6-9 says,

“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child s hall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

And right after this section Isaiah 11:10 which says

“In that day (the day when the wolf will lie down with the lamb) the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.”


This verse, Isaiah 11:10 is quoted by Paul in Romans 15:12 and he applies it to the day of the church. He quoted verse 10 to show the Jewish Christians in Rome that God had always planned to include the Gentiles in His church.  So, if Isaiah 11:10 was a description of what the Messiah was going to do in the early church, then verses 6 thru 9 also pertain.  But I haven’t literally seen any wolves or snakes spending time around lambs of lately.  So, what could Isaiah be referring to?  Well, I have heard of people that are called wolves.  This a phrase we use to describe people who go to great lengths to destroy the weak around them.  And I’ve known some people I’d call ‘snakes.  They’re shrewd and they strike to hurt others.  And there are others who are as gentle as lambs and innocent as children.  They’re often the prey of those who seek to destroy.

Society shuns the snakes and the wolves and don’t let them near that which is precious to them.  But when Jesus touches people, they’re changed.  Jesus fixes what is broken. He heals what is sick. He straightens out what is warped.  When Jesus touches lives, the wolves and snakes no longer seek to hurt.  They don’t want to harm or destroy anything in his kingdom because they’ve been changed inside.  I know you’ve seen people changed by the grace of God.  You’ve seen Jesus turn hatred into love."


In your homes, many of you have beautiful Christmas trees decorated with lights, and tinsel and garland.  But at the end of the Christmas Season those trees will either be thrown out or stored away in boxes.


But there is another tree – a living tree. And this is the one you want in your home. Because this tree, this Jesus of Nazareth is someone you’ll never want to throw out or store away in a box. And that is because of the life and changes He’ll bring to your life.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer:

We thank you, our Father, in this festive season, that in the midst of the ages you commanded light to shine into our darkness which brought to us knowledge of your divine being in the face of Jesus Christ.  We thank you that light increased in and through him, and down the countless years ever since he has brought release and pardon from sin through his unfailing grace; healing to all our hurts through the touch of his tender love, and the hope and promise of a new age of goodwill for the whole earth.

Lord we praise You for all your blessings and we plead for help to prepare a wide room within us for the Child of Bethlehem, so that he may exercise his rule forever in our minds and hearts.  Christmas is a time for deeper prayer and more costly devotion; challenge our wills to cast off the easy ornaments of sentimentality and make this time truly a celebration of the coming of eternal light to shatter the darkness and bring new life to all.

May he who came first as a little child, come now as more than a child – the Savior and victor over sin and death – the redeemer of the world.  We pray in the name of Jesus . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Go in peace, for the one who came to earth to rescue you will lead you through all of life.  And the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you always.  Amen.
